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The use of memory in “The Entire Memory of You” (2011)
The use of memory has been applied intensely in the “Entire Memory of You Film” 2011. The entire memory of you is the third episode of the first season.  It was written by Jesse Armstrong and was released on December 18, 2011 (Mirror S1E03).
Throughout the film, several instances have involved the use of memory to bring out or send a message to the audience. In the film, in an alternative reality, most people have a “grain” that is implanted behind their ear which records everything that they do, see or hear. This allows memories to be played back either in front of the person’s eye or the screen. This process is referred to the film as "re-do" (Mirror S1E03).
The author uses the subject of memory to explore more complex ideas within the film in many ways. First, in the event a character does something or has been through something that the audience doesn't understand at first sight, the author uses the subject of memory by playing re-dos of the event that the character has been through or experienced. This enables the audience to understand in details what took place and why certain things within the film appear to be in a particular manner. For instance in this film, “The Entire Memory of You 2011”, the author uses the subject of memory to explore more complex ideas when a character named Liam, a young lawyer walks into a dinner party after attending a work appraisal which he feels that did not go right as he expected. He then learns that his wife Ffion was talking to a man that he did not recognize (Mirror S1E03).
He learns that his wife was looking at the man, Jonas in a fond manner and he suspects something might be happening or has happened between them. When they got home, Liam forced his wife to play the “redo” of their relationship with Jonas. From the “re-do” Liam learns that his wife had sex with Jonas eighteen months ago a time when their daughter was being conceived. The more complex idea that the author explores, in this case, is the fact that Ffion had cheated on her husband Liam with Jonas back in the day. Although she claimed that it was a time when Liam had walked out on a row, the author tries to reveal the complex matter that Jodie, Ffion and Liam's daughter, could be a product of Jonas. Despite the fact that Ffion claims that they used a condom, the: re-do" memory file reveals that they did not. The author explores the more complex idea of who the birth father of Jodie is (Mirror S1E03).
Through the treatment of memory, the author of this film is trying to convey various aspects. First, the author attempts to send a message to the audience that through the memory or rather through playing the re-dos of the instance that have occurred in the past, a person can be able to understand the things that took place during that time in details. The author also tries to convey a message to the audience that through the use of memory or playing the re-dos a person can be able to discover hidden things that another individual has been hiding for the longest time.
Through the use of memory, the author is trying to tell the audience that one can use things of the past to discover why the present is the way it is. Playing another person’s re-dos can make one find out things that concern another individual which he or she was not aware of. However, the use of memory in this film is not only used to show the discovery of relevant and beneficial things of the past but also to torment a character. That is why in the closing of the film, Liam is seen going to the bathroom and chopping off his "grain" (Mirror S1E03).
Technology has its role in this film. First, the entire device responsible for the storing the memories or an event that takes place in a typical character's life is a technological device called that “grain” in this film. It is implanted behind a person’s ear. The use of technology is also noted playing a significant role where not only does the memory plays in person's eyes but can also be projected on a screen. In an instance in the film, Liam goes to confront Jonas at his home where he asks Jonas to delete the files of the memory he had with Ffion. Jonas is seen projecting the file into a screen before removing it. It is through the use of this technology that Liam notes his wife had had sex with Jonas eighteen months ago when their daughter Jodie was being conceived. Now, this raises the confusion of whose Jodie's birth father (Mirror S1E03).
Technology further complicates this film in various aspects. First, the fact that through playing “re-dos” one can be able to view another person’s history other than his or her own complicates the film. The use of this grain technology is the one that made Liam discover that at the period when his daughter was being conceived, his wife had sex with Jonas and most importantly without a condom. This further complicated the film in the sense that the audience is left in dilemma of whose Jodie’s birth father (Mirror S1E03).
Through the presentation of the memory of each character in this film, the author is exposing the contemporary cultures of the characters in several ways. When the author shows how Liam plays re-dos of his previous sexual intercourse and masturbates, it shows Liam’s modern lifestyle. When a woman in the dinner part says that her grain was violently removed, and then she adds that she would rather live grain free, it raises concern to the audience of why the woman would not want to remember or play re-dos of her past. Finally, after Ffion had admitted that she had a relationship with Jonas and lies about how long they had been in the contact, it shows that she is a liar. Additionally, she said that they used a condom when they had sex with Jonas but through the playing of the re-dos Liam discovers that she was lying and that they never used a condom. This portrays her contemporary culture or personality as a liar (de Valck 17).
The loss of memory in this film happens on one occasion when Liam goes to confronts Jonas after realizing that he had files of him and his wife having sex. When he was driving back home, he had an accident. He hit a tree and lost memory of what happened, so he played re-do to find out what had happened. He watches with fear for it was terrible (de Valck 17).
In regard characters that deserve infallible memory, Liam forces his wife to play the redo of her and Jonas when they had a relationship. He discovers that they had sex. When this wish was fulfilled, Liam suffers stress for finding out the truth. Regarding the corruption and fabrication of the memory in the film, the author is trying to tell the audience that not everything in the memory means as it appears. Some of the memories can be interpreted differently (de Valck 17).



In conclusion, the use of memory in this film has been used to portray different aspects. It has been used to reveal things that happened in the past that characters didn’t know of, events that characters in the film know of and are happy to remember and those that have been hidden for some time. The author has used the memory aspect to convey different messages to the audience which they didn't know about individual characters involved in the film (de Valck 17).
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